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Title: To amend the Wild Free-Roaming Horses and Burros Act to improve the management and 1	  
long-term health of wild free-roaming horses and burros, and for other purposes.  2	  
 3	  
 4	  

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 5	  
Congress assembled, 6	  

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 7	  

This Act may be cited as the “Restore Our American Mustangs Act”. 8	  

SEC. 2. POLICY. 9	  

The first section of Public Law 92–195 (commonly known as the “Wild Free-Roaming Horses 10	  
and Burros Act”) (16 U.S.C. 1331) is amended in the second sentence by inserting “a wildlife 11	  
species to be protected and”. 12	  

SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS. 13	  

Section 2 of Public Law 92–195 (commonly known as the “Wild Free-Roaming Horses and 14	  
Burros Act”) (16 U.S.C. 1332) is amended to read as follows: 15	  

“SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 16	  

“In this Act: 17	  

 “(1) FATALLY INJURED OR TERMINALLY ILL.—The term ‘fatally injured or terminally ill’ 18	  
means a wild free-roaming horse or burro that exhibits 1 or more of the following 19	  
characteristics: 20	  

“(A) A hopeless prognosis for life. 21	  

“(B) A chronic or incurable disease, injury, lameness, or serious physical defect 22	  
(including severe tooth loss or wear, club foot, or other severe congenital 23	  
abnormalities). 24	  

“(C) A condition requiring continuous treatment for the relief of pain and suffering 25	  
in a domestic setting. 26	  

“(D) An acute or chronic illness, injury, physical condition, or lameness that would 27	  
preclude an acceptable quality of life for the foreseeable future. 28	  

“(2) BAND.—The term ‘band’ means— 29	  

“(A) 1 or more stallions; 30	  

“(B) the stallion’s mares; and 31	  

“(C) any associated mares. 32	  

(3) Herd. The term “herd” means bands that make up the population of free-roaming 33	  
wild horses or burros on a range.  34	  

 35	  
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“(4) PUBLIC LAND.—The term ‘public land’ means any land that is administered by a 1	  
Federal agency. 2	  

“(5) RANGE.— 3	  

“(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘range’ means the quantity of land that is— 4	  

“(i) necessary to sustain a  herd or herds of wild free-roaming horses and 5	  
burros; and 6	  

“(ii) devoted principally, but not necessarily exclusively, to the welfare of wild 7	  
free-roaming horses and burros, consistent with the multiple-use management 8	  
concept for the public land. 9	  

“(B) INCLUSIONS.—The term ‘range’ includes established and future herd areas and 10	  
herd management areas. 11	  

“(6) SANCTUARY.—The term ‘sanctuary’ means a facility— 12	  

“(A) to which wild free-roaming horses and burros removed from the ranges may be 13	  
sent if there is no demand for adoption of the wild free-roaming horses and burros; and 14	  

“(B) that, to the maximum extent practicable, provides wild free-roaming horses and 15	  
burros with sufficient acreage, forage, and other resources to allow the wild free-16	  
roaming horses and burros to be free roaming and behave naturally. 17	  

“(7) SECRETARY.—The term ‘Secretary’ means— 18	  

“(A) the Secretary of the Interior, with respect to public land administered the 19	  
Secretary of the Interior (acting through the Director of the Bureau of Land 20	  
Management); and 21	  

“(B) the Secretary of Agriculture , with respect to public land administered by the 22	  
Secretary of Agriculture (acting through the Chief of the Forest Service). 23	  

“(8) THRIVING NATURAL ECOLOGICAL BALANCE.—The term ‘thriving natural ecological 24	  
balance’ means a condition that— 25	  

“(A) protects ecosystem health, the ecological processes that sustain ecosystem 26	  
function, and a diversity of life forms (including the species listed under the 27	  
Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.)); and 28	  

“(B) further ensures that	  on	  ranges	  wild	  free	  roaming	  horses	  and	  burros	  shall	  be	  29	  
allocated	  resources	  necessary	  to	  sustain	  genetically	  viable	  herds,and livestock and other 30	  
wildlife species are given fair consideration in the allocation of resources on the land 31	  
on which the livestock and species are authorized or managed, consistent with the 32	  
requirements of the Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 33	  
1701 et seq.) and any other applicable laws. 34	  

 “(9) WILD FREE-ROAMING HORSE OR BURRO.—The term ‘wild free-roaming horses or 35	  
burro’ means all unbranded and unclaimed horses and burros that are born or present on 36	  
public land of the United States.”. 37	  

SEC. 4. INVENTORY AND DETERMINATIONS. 38	  

(a) Jurisdiction.—Section 3 of Public Law 92–195 (commonly known as the “Wild Free-39	  
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Roaming Horses and Burros Act”) (16 U.S.C. 1333) is amended to read as follows: 1	  

“SEC. 3. POWERS AND DUTIES OF SECRETARY. 2	  

“(a) Jurisdiction.— 3	  

“(1) DECLARATION.—All wild free-roaming horses and burros are declared to be under 4	  
the jurisdiction of the Secretary for the purpose of management and protection in 5	  
accordance with this Act. 6	  

“(2) DUTIES OF SECRETARY.—The Secretary shall— 7	  

“(A) protect and manage wild free-roaming horses and burros as components of the 8	  
public land; 9	  

“(B) designate and maintain specific ranges on public land for the protection and 10	  
preservation of wild free-roaming horses and burros, if the Secretary, after consultation 11	  
with the wildlife agency of the State  in which the range is proposed, a wild horses and 12	  
burros protection non-profit organization or members of the general public not 13	  
employed by or under contract to any federal or state agency and who have scientific 14	  
expertise and special knowledge of wild horse and burro protection, qualified scientists 15	  
in the fields of wildlife ecology, biology, and conservation; and the Advisory Board 16	  
established under section 7, considers the designation and maintenance to be desirable; 17	  

“(C) manage wild free-roaming horses and burros in a manner that is designed to 18	  
achieve and maintain a thriving natural ecological balance on the public land; 19	  

“(D) consider the recommendations of qualified scientists in the field of biology and 20	  
ecology that— 21	  

“(i) shall include at least some individuals that are independent of Federal and 22	  
State agencies; and 23	  

“(ii) may include members of the Joint Advisory Board established under 24	  
section 7; 25	  

“(E) ensure that management activities relating to wild free-roaming horses and 26	  
burros are— 27	  

“(i) at the minimal feasible level; and 28	  

“(ii) carried out in consultation with the relevant State wildlife agency in order 29	  
to protect the thriving natural ecological balance of all wildlife species that inhabit 30	  
the land, particularly endangered wildlife species; 31	  

“(F) ensure that any adjustments in forage allocations are made after taking into 32	  
consideration the needs of other wildlife species; 33	  

“(G) prohibit any fences or other barriers that restrict access to water; 34	  

“(H)(i) ensure that, to the maximum extent practicable, the acreage available for 35	  
wild free-roaming horses and burros is never less than the acreage available to wild 36	  
free-roaming horses and burros as of [December 31, 1971]; or 37	  

“(ii) find land where wild horses and burros were originally found at the time this 38	  
Act was initially enacted or adjacent lands, and such landis not available, find other 39	  
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appropriate parcels of Federal land in the western United States to restore the number 1	  
of original acres; and 2	  

“(I) ensure that a scientifically sound management plan is developed and included in 3	  
land use planning for each range and ensures that (1) each herd has sufficient number 4	  
of horses to— 5	  

“(i) thrive and be self-sustaining; 6	  

“(ii)  reproduce; and 7	  
“(iii) maintains the genetic viability of the herd; and 	  	  8	  

(2)	  each	  herd	  is	  managed	  to	  maintain	  the	  wild	  horses	  or	  burros	  as	  free-‐roaming	  on	  the	  9	  

range	  and	  which	  should	  include	  adjustments	  to	  resources,	  boundaries,	  and	  other	  uses.	  	  10	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  A	  copy	  of	  the	  plan	  shall	  be	  made	  available	  to	  the	  public	  on	  the	  Secretary’s	  website.	  11	  

 12	  

“(b)  Inventory.—In order to determine if a thriving natural ecological balance exists with 13	  
regard to wild free-roaming horses and burros, the Secretary shall— 14	  

“(1) maintain an inventory of wild free-roaming horses and burros on given areas of the 15	  
public land; 16	  

“(2) update the inventory under paragraph (1) every 2 years; and 17	  

“(3) make the inventory available to the public on the website of the Bureau of Land 18	  
Management. 19	  

“(c) Management Level Standards.— 20	  

“(1) MANAGEMENT LEVEL STANDARDS.—[Not later than 1 year after the date of the 21	  
enactment of the Restore Our American Mustangs Act,] the Secretary, for the purposes 22	  
described in paragraph (2), shall— 23	  

“(A) adopt and employ the best scientific, peer-reviewed methods to accurately 24	  
estimate wild free-roaming horse and burro populations on public land for purposes of 25	  
the inventory required under subsection (b); 26	  

“(B) develop a policy and standards, with public involvement, for setting consistent, 27	  
appropriate management levels on public land, based on the best scientific 28	  
methodologies; 29	  

“(C) provide a public process, including a period for public notice and comment, for 30	  
finalizing appropriate management level standards; 31	  

“(D) publish and distribute to each field office the standards finalized under 32	  
subparagraph (C) so that the methodology for estimating population and determining 33	  
appropriate management levels is consistent across public land; 34	  

“(E) train Federal personnel on the use of the standard techniques to estimate 35	  
population and determine appropriate management levels; 36	  

“(F) develop and finalize the standards in consultation with— 37	  
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“(i) the United States Fish and Wildlife Service; 1	  

“(ii) wildlife agencies of the 1 or more States in which wild free-roaming 2	  
horses and burros are located; 3	  

“(iii) any individuals independent of the Federal Government and State 4	  
government that have been recommended by the National Academy of Sciences;  5	  

“(iv) at least one or more individuals independent of the Federal Government 6	  
and State government that the Secretary determines have scientific expertise and 7	  
special knowledge of wild horse and burro protection, and 8	  

(v) any individuals independent of the Federal Government and State 9	  
government that the Secretary determines has scientific expertise and special 10	  
knowledge of wildlife management and animal husbandry as related to rangeland 11	  
management. 12	  

“(2) PURPOSES.—The purposes referred to in paragraph (1) are— 13	  

“(A) to better manage and protect wild free-roaming horses and burros; and 14	  

“(B) to achieve and maintain a thriving natural ecological balance. 15	  

“(d) Identification of Rangeland.— 16	  

“(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after the date of enactment of the Restore Our 17	  
American Mustangs Act, the Secretary shall identify new, appropriate rangeland for wild 18	  
free-roaming horses and burros, with preference given to rangeland where free-roaming 19	  
wild horses and burros have been found previously or land adjacent to such areas,  including 20	  
the use of land acquisitions, exchanges, conservation easements, voluntary grazing buyouts, 21	  
and agreements with private landowners to allow for the federally supervised protection of 22	  
wild free-roaming horses and burros on private land. 23	  

“(2) ASSESSMENT.— 24	  

“(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall assess the effects of new rangeland for wild 25	  
free-roaming horses and burros identified under paragraph (1) as required by the 26	  
National Environmental Policy Act and other applicable laws.“(B) REPORT.—On 27	  
completion of the assessment under subparagraph (A), the Secretary shall submit to the 28	  
Committee on Natural Resources of the House of Representatives and the Committee 29	  
on Energy and Natural Resources of the Senate a report that describes the results of the 30	  
assessment. 31	  

“(e) Establishment of Sanctuaries.— 32	  

“(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after the date of enactment of the Restore Our 33	  
American Mustangs Act, the Secretary shall establish sanctuaries or exclusive use areas. 34	  

“(2) ASSESSMENT.— 35	  

“(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall assess the effects of sanctuaries or exclusive 36	  
use areas for wild free-roaming horses and burros as required by the National 37	  
Environmental Policy Act and other applicable laws.“(B) REPORT.—On completion of 38	  
the assessment under subparagraph (A), the Secretary shall submit to the Committee 39	  
on Natural Resources of the House of Representatives and the Committee on Energy 40	  
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and Natural Resources of the Senate a report that describes the results of the 1	  
assessment. 2	  

“(3) PROPOSALS.—In establishing sanctuaries under this subsection, the Secretary shall 3	  
solicit and consider proposals from nonprofit organizations. 4	  

 “(f) Fertility Control.—Not later than 1 year after the date of enactment of the Restore 5	  

Our American Mustangs Act, the Secretary shall research, develop, and implement 6	  

enhanced fertility control based on the best scientific methods and peer-reviewed, for 7	  

mares, stallions, or both mares and stallions that are placed with adopters or  in 8	  

sanctuaries, such as surgical or immunocontraception sterilization or other safe, 9	  

humane, and effective methods of fertility control. Notwithstanding the foregoing, 10	  

under no circumstances, shall fertility control or sterilization measures be used on wild 11	  

horses and burros maintained on ranges in such a way as to threaten the genetic viability 12	  

of the herd or the free roaming herd behavior of the wild horses and burros. Also, 13	  

anesthesia shall be used to mitigate pain that may result from any sterilization measures 14	  

and under no circumstances shall succinylcholine chloride, curare, curariform mixtures, 15	  

or any substance which acts as a neuromuscular blocking agent be used in connection 16	  

with sterilization measures.   17	  

 18	  

“(g) Private Maintenance and Care.— 19	  
“(1) IN GENERAL.—If the Secretary has established a record demonstrating that all practicable 20	  

options for maintaining a thriving natural ecological balance on the range have been exhausted 21	  

including byproviding	  or	  redistributing	  resources	  and	  attempting	  to	  obtain	  access	  to	  adjacent	  lands,	  22	  

and that	  the	  requirements	  of	  Sec.	  3(a)(2)(A),	  (C),	  	  	  E(i),	  (G),(H)	  and	  (I)	  and	  (b)	  and	  (c)	  have	  been	  met	  ,	  23	  

the Secretary may provide for the humane capture and removal of wild free-roaming 24	  
horses and burros by requiring that— 25	  

“(A) not more than 4 wild free-roaming horses and burros may be adopted per year 26	  
by any individual unless the Secretary determines in writing that the individual is 27	  
capable of humanely caring for more than 4 wild free-roaming horses and burros, 28	  
including the transportation of the animals by the adopting party; 29	  

“(B) each individual adopter execute an appropriate attestation, under section 1001 30	  
of title 18, United States Code, affirming that adopted wild free-roaming horses or 31	  
burros or the remains of adopted wild free-roaming horses or burros shall not be sold 32	  
or transferred for consideration for processing into commercial products; “(C) wild 33	  
free-roaming horses and burros may not be contained in corrals or short-term holding 34	  
facilities for more than 180 days while awaiting disposition; 35	  

(D) no airborne devices shall be used in the capture or removal of wild horses and 36	  
burros except in the event of an immediate threat to the health and safety of the wild 37	  
horses and burros that requires an emergency capture or removal pursuant to (k) below, 38	  
and instead, the Secretary shall use the most humane methods to remove wild horses 39	  
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and burros; and  (E) humane observers with special knowledge and expertise in wild 1	  
horses and burros and independent of any Federal or State government, shall be 2	  
included and present throughout the planning and execution of the capture and removal 3	  
process and also have opportunities to observe regularly the wild horses and burros 4	  
contained in  holding facilities. 5	  

“(2) RELOCATION.—With respect to wild free-roaming horses and burros removed under 6	  
paragraph (1), the Secretary shall— 7	  

“(A) relocate the removed wild free-roaming horses or burros to Federal land on 8	  
which there is capacity and on or adjacent to Federal land where wild free-roaming 9	  
horses or burros have been found previously; or 10	  

“(B) if there is no capacity on Federal land— 11	  

“(i) make the wild free-roaming horses and burros available for adoption; and 12	  

“(ii) place in a sanctuary any wild free-roaming horses and burros not adopted 13	  
under clause (i). 14	  

“(3) GRANT OF TITLE TO LIMITED NUMBER OF EXCESS ANIMALS ADOPTED FOR REQUISITE 15	  
PERIOD.—If a wild free-roaming horse or burro has been transferred to a qualified 16	  
individual for adoption under this Act and the Secretary determines that the individual has 17	  
provided humane conditions, treatment, and care for the wild free-roaming horse or burro 18	  
for at least 1 year, the Secretary shall, on application by the transferee, grant to the 19	  
transferee title to the transferred wild free-roaming horse or burro. 20	  

“(h) Loss of Status as Wild Free-roaming Horses and Burros; Exclusion From Coverage.— 21	  

“(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided for in paragraph (2), a wild free-roaming horse or 22	  
burro or the remains of a wild free-roaming horse or burro shall lose status as a wild free-23	  
roaming horse or burro and shall no longer be considered to be covered by this Act— 24	  

“(A) on transfer of title to a transferee under subsection (g)(3); 25	  

“(B) if the wild free-roaming horse or burro has been transferred for adoption under 26	  
this Act, but dies of natural causes before title is granted to a transferee under 27	  
subsection (g)(3); 28	  

“(C) on destruction by the Secretary or a designee of the Secretary under subsection 29	  
(j); or 30	  

“(D)(i) if the wild free-roaming horse or burro dies of natural causes on the public 31	  
land or on private land on which the wild free-roaming horse or burro is maintained 32	  
under section 4; and 33	  

“(ii) disposal is authorized by the Secretary or a designee of the Secretary. 34	  

“(2) EXCEPTION.—No wild free-roaming horse or burro ever [shall be?] covered under 35	  
this Act [on destruction or death for purposes of or incident to the program authorized in 36	  
this section]. 37	  

“(i) Marketing.—Not later than 1 year after the date of enactment of the Restore Our 38	  
American Mustangs Act, for the purposes of carrying out a successful wild free-roaming horse 39	  
and burro adoption program, the Secretary shall— 40	  
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“(1) implement creative and more aggressive marketing strategies for the adoption 1	  
program, including the use of the internet or other media to showcase horses and the 2	  
adoption program; 3	  

“(2) explore public outreach opportunities, including agreements with State and local 4	  
organizations that are using horses for rehabilitation, therapy, or prisoner programs; 5	  

“(3) provide resources to properly screen and train potential adopters; 6	  

“(4) conduct tours of Bureau of Land Management facilities for interested parties; 7	  

“(5) develop volunteer mentor and compliance check programs for assisting the Bureau 8	  
of Land Management in facilitating successful adoptions; 9	  

“(6) develop a program through which potential adopters may be offered an economic 10	  
incentive for successful completion of the adoption process; and 11	  

“(7) take any and all other actions that the Secretary determines to be necessary and 12	  
useful towards expanding the wild free-roaming horse and burro adoption program. 13	  

“(j) Destruction of Wild Free-roaming Horses or Burros.—The Secretary may not destroy or 14	  
authorize the destruction of a wild free-roaming horse or burro unless the Secretary— 15	  

“(1) determines that the wild free-roaming horse or burro is terminally ill or fatally 16	  
injured; and 17	  

“(2) ensures that the terminally ill or fatally injured wild free-roaming horse or burro 18	  
would be destroyed in the most humane manner. 19	  

“(k) Temporary Removal.— 20	  

“(1) IN GENERAL.—If the immediate health or safety of wild free-roaming horses or 21	  
burros is threatened, such as in severe drought conditions, the Secretary may temporarily 22	  
remove the wild free-roaming horses and burros from the range. 23	  

“(2) RELOCATION.—Any wild free-roaming horse or burro temporarily removed under 24	  
paragraph (1) shall be immediately returned to the range on the date on which the Secretary 25	  
determines that there is no longer a danger of immediate health or safety to the wild free-26	  
roaming horse or burro removed. 27	  

“(l) Public Notice.—Except in cases of removal under subsection  (k), if the Secretary 28	  
removes wild free-roaming horses or burros from an area, the Secretary shall provide a public 29	  
notice on the website of the Bureau of Land Management 90 days before the planned removal. 30	  

“(m) Recordkeeping.—The Secretary shall— 31	  

“(1) track the number of wild free-roaming horses and burros injured or killed during 32	  
gathering or holding in a centralized database system; 33	  

“(2)track in a centralized database the number of wild free-roaming horses and burros 34	  
captured and removed during a gather authorized under this Act, and for each horse or burro 35	  
that is removed, track the freeze brand or identification number, the name and address of 36	  
each location where the wild horse or burro is held following the removal, description of 37	  
any sterilization measures taken and veterinary care provided, and final placement or 38	  
disposition; and 39	  
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“(3) make the information under paragraph (1) available on the Bureau of Land 1	  
Management website.”. 2	  

SEC. 5. PRIVATE MAINTENANCE. 3	  

Section 4 of Public Law 92–195 (commonly known as the “Wild Free-Roaming Horses and 4	  
Burros Act”) (16 U.S.C. 1334) is amended— 5	  

(1) in the first sentence, by striking “animals removed” and inserting “animals returned to 6	  
public land”; and 7	  

(2) in the second sentence, by inserting “under section 3(j)” after “agents of the 8	  
Secretary”. 9	  

SEC. 6. COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS. 10	  

Section 6 of Public Law 92–195 (commonly known as the “Wild Free-Roaming Horses and 11	  
Burros Act”) (16 U.S.C. 1336) is amended by inserting “, other private entities,” after 12	  
“landowners”. 13	  

SEC. 7. JOINT ADVISORY BOARD. 14	  

Section 7 of Public Law 92–195 (commonly known as the “Wild Free-Roaming Horses and 15	  
Burros Act”) (16 U.S.C. 1337) is amended to read as follows: 16	  

“SEC. 7. JOINT ADVISORY BOARD. 17	  

“(a) Establishment.—The Secretary of the Interior and the Secretary of Agriculture shall 18	  
appoint a joint advisory board of not more than 12 members to advise the Secretaries on any 19	  
matter relating to wild free-roaming horses and burros and the management and protection of 20	  
wild free-roaming horses and burros. 21	  

“(b) Membership.—In appointing members to the joint advisory board under subsection (a), 22	  
the Secretaries shall appoint— 23	  

“(1) individuals that are not currently and have not been employees or contractors of the 24	  
Federal Government or State governmentsfor the preceding three years; and 25	  

“(2) at least— 26	  

“(A) 2representatives of the livestock industry; 27	  

“(B) 2epresentatives of the environmental community; 28	  

“(C) 3 representatives of the animal protection community; and 29	  

“(D) 3 members that are scientists with expertise in wildlife or natural resources 30	  
management. 31	  

(E) 2 members that have special knowledge and expertise in wild horses and burros. 32	  

“(c) Nominations.—Nominations of members of the joint advisory board shall be conducted 33	  
by public notice and comment in accordance with the Federal Advisory Committee Act (5 34	  
U.S.C. App.). 35	  

“(d) Terms.— 36	  
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“(1) IN GENERAL.—The term of a member appointed to the joint advisory board shall be 4 1	  
years. 2	  

“(2) LIMITATION.—No individual shall serve more than 2 consecutive terms on the joint 3	  
advisory board. 4	  

“(e) Compensation.—Members of the joint advisory board shall not receive reimbursement 5	  
except for travel and other expenditures necessary in connection with the service of the members 6	  
on the joint advisory board.”. 7	  

SEC. 8. CRIMINAL PROVISIONS. 8	  

Section 8 of Public Law 92–195 (commonly known as the “Wild Free-Roaming Horses and 9	  
Burros Act”) (16 U.S.C. 1338) is amended— 10	  

(1) by striking “SEC. 8. (a) Any person who” and inserting the following: 11	  

“SEC. 8. CRIMINAL PROVISIONS. 12	  

“(a) In General.—Any person who”; 13	  

(2) in subsection (a) (as designated by paragraph (1))— 14	  

(A) in each of paragraphs (1), (2), and (3), by striking “, or” at the end and inserting 15	  
a semicolon; 16	  

(B) by striking paragraph (4) and inserting the following: 17	  

“(4) processes, transports for processing, or permits to be processed into commercial 18	  
products a live or deceased wild free-roaming horse or burro;”; and 19	  

(C) in paragraph (5), by striking “thereof, or” and inserting “of the wild free-20	  
roaming horse or burro; or”; and 21	  

(D) in subsection (a) by striking “$ 2,000, or imprisonment for not more than one 22	  
year, or both” and adding “$ 50,000, or imprisonment of up to 3  years , or both, and 23	  
shall not be eligible for employment or work under contract, directly or indirectly, for 24	  
any federal agency in any capacity related to wild horses and burros”. 25	  

(E) in subsection (b) by amending to read as follows: 26	  
Arrest; appearance for examination or trial; warrants: issuance and execution; seizure of wild 27	  
horses and burros; investigation of violations by Secretaries; assistance by other Federal 28	  
agencies; issuance of search warrant. The Secretaries or any other person authorized by them 29	  
shall make such investigations as the Secretaries deem necessary to determine whether any 30	  
person has violated or is violating any provision of this section. Any employee designated by the 31	  
Secretary of the Interior or the Secretary of Agriculture shall have power, without warrant, to 32	  
arrest any person committing in the presence of such employee a violation of this Act or any 33	  
regulation made pursuant thereto, and to take such person immediately for examination or trial 34	  
before an officer or court of competent jurisdiction, and shall have power to execute any warrant 35	  
or other process issued by an officer or court of competent jurisdiction to enforce the provisions 36	  
of this Act or regulations made pursuant thereto. Any judge of a court established under the laws 37	  
of the United States, or any United States magistrate may, within his respective jurisdiction, 38	  
upon proper oath or affirmation showing probable cause, issue warrants in all such cases. 39	  
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The Secretaries may obtain the assistance of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the Department 1	  
of the Treasury, or other law enforcement agencies of the United States, and State and local 2	  
governmental agencies, in the conduct of such investigations, under cooperative agreements with 3	  
such agencies. A warrant to search for and seize any animal which there is probable cause to 4	  
believe was involved in any violation of this section may be issued by any judge of the United 5	  
States or of a State court of record or by a United States magistrate. Any United States marshal 6	  
or any person authorized under this section to conduct investigations may apply for and execute 7	  
any such warrant, and any animal seized under such a warrant shall be held by the United States 8	  
marshal or other authorized person pending disposition thereof by the court. Necessary care 9	  
including veterinary treatment shall be provided while the animals are so held in custody.  10	  

 11	  

(3) by adding at the end the following: 12	  

“(c) Fines.—Any fines collected under subsection (a) shall be used to assist in the costs of 13	  
carrying out adoptions and establishing and maintaining sanctuaries under this Act.”. 14	  

SEC. 9. TRANSPORTATION OF CAPTURED ANIMALS. 15	  

Section 9 of Public Law 92–195 (commonly known as the “Wild Free-Roaming Horses and 16	  
Burros Act”) (16 U.S.C. 1338a) is amended in the second sentence by striking “only after a 17	  
public hearing and under the direct supervision of the Secretary or of a duly authorized official or 18	  
employee of the Department” and inserting “ only after a public hearing, after a determination 19	  
has been made by the Secretary that more humane methods to capture the animals are 20	  
impracticable, and under the direct supervision of the Secretary or a duly authorized official or 21	  
employee of the Department, provided that helicopters shall not be used during extreme weather 22	  
conditions or foaling season, unless there is an immediate harm to wild free-roaming horses and 23	  
burros”. 24	  

SEC. 10. LIMITATION OF AUTHORITY. 25	  

Public Law 92–195 (commonly known as the “Wild Free-Roaming Horses and Burros Act”) 26	  
is amended by striking section 10 (16 U.S.C. 1339). 27	  

SEC. 11. REPORTS. 28	  

Section 11 of Public Law 92–195 (commonly known as the “Wild Free-Roaming Horses and 29	  
Burros Act”) (16 U.S.C. 1340) is amended to read as follows: 30	  

“SEC. 10. JOINT REPORTS; CONSULTATION; STUDIES. 31	  

“(a) Joint Reports.— 32	  

“(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after the date of enactment of the Restore Our 33	  
American Mustangs Act and annually thereafter, the Secretary of the Interior and the 34	  
Secretary of Agriculture shall submit to the Committee on Natural Resources of the House 35	  
of Representatives and the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources of the Senate a 36	  
joint report on the administration of this Act. 37	  

“(2) COMPONENTS.—The report submitted under paragraph (1) shall— 38	  
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“(A) include— 1	  

“(i) a summary of enforcement or other actions taken under this Act; 2	  

“(ii) a description of the costs of carrying out this Act; and 3	  

“(iii) any recommendations for legislative or other actions that the Secretaries 4	  
determine to be appropriate; 5	  

(iv) a summary or link to reports required under Section 3(a)(2)(I), (d)(2)(B), 6	  
and (e)(2)(B); 7	  

“(B) specify the number of acres managed by the Bureau of Land Management and 8	  
the Forest Service for wild free-roaming horses and burros; 9	  

“(C) describe the appropriate management levels on public rangeland; 10	  

“(D)(i) describe the methods used to determine the appropriate management levels; 11	  
and 12	  

“(ii) identify whether the management levels were applied consistently across the 13	  
agency; 14	  

“(E) describe the number of wild free-roaming horses and burros on public land; 15	  

“(F) describe the methods used to determine the wild free-roaming horse and burro 16	  
population; 17	  

“(G) describe any land acquisitions, exchanges, conservation easements, and 18	  
voluntary grazing buyouts that the Secretary has acquired or pursued for wild free-19	  
roaming horses and burros; 20	  

“(H) identify any sanctuaries or exclusive use areas established for wild free-21	  
roaming horses and burros; 22	  

“(I) describe programs established for fertility control research, development, and 23	  
management level implementation; 24	  

“(J) describe the extent to which fertility control is being used by the Secretary to 25	  
control the population of wild free-roaming horses and burros; 26	  

“(K) specify the percentage of the Bureau of Land Management budget devoted to 27	  
contraception annually; 28	  

“(L) identify the ratio of animals the agency has contracepted and put back on the 29	  
range; and 30	  

“(M) describe— 31	  

“(i) which herds have been administered contraception; and 32	  

“(ii) the results of administering the contraception. 33	  

“(3) AVAILABILITY.—Each report submitted under paragraph (1) shall be made available 34	  
to the public on the website of the Bureau of Land Management. 35	  

“(b) Consultation.—The Secretary of the Interior and the Secretary of Agriculture shall— 36	  

“(1) consult with respect to the implementation and enforcement of this Act; and 37	  
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“(2) to the maximum extent feasible, coordinate the activities of the departments under 1	  
the jurisdiction of the Secretaries in the implementation and enforcement of this Act. 2	  

“(c) Studies.—The Secretaries shall conduct any studies of the habits of wild free-roaming 3	  
horses and burros that the Secretaries determine to be necessary to carry out this Act.”. 4	  


